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Superintendent’s Newsletter
News
From Our Superintendent
After a rather rocky start to the school year with hurricane

Irene and the October snow storm, our staff has eagerly embraced
getting into the school routine. The teachers were happy to have
their students beginning their learning and the students were
eager to get to school where there was power and heat.
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Newsletter continued.....
questions. Some recent changes:
Beginning with the Class of 2016, Newtown High
School’s graduation requirements will include a course
in Personal Financial Literacy, which we all know is a
necessary life skill.
A course in Greenhouse Management has been
approved and will begin Fall 2012, which will provide
students with college credit through Naugatuck Valley
Community College.
A new Safe School Climate District Plan and
Policy has been approved by the Board of Education.
This policy replaces the former Bullying Policy with
this more inclusive plan for prevention of “mean
behaviors.”
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that time, the CMT and CAPT tests will be replaced

by new assessments that will be in alignment with the
Common Core State Standards.
As the weather changes to more winter-like, let’s
all hope for no snow days to further lengthen the school
year. Best wishes in 2012.
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CMT/CAPT TESTING
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This event promises to be an entertaining celebration available to the entire Newtown
community of all ages.

International Connections continued.........
In its fourth year of partnership, Newtown and Liaocheng Schools will initiate further discussion about learning
opportunities for students and will expand these connections through technology and real-world experience. As
one of the model programs in the State of Connecticut, Newtown will begin to direct program outreach in 2012
beyond China and look toward educational connections in Europe and Japan. Newtown
is currently involved in dialogue with schools in France and Japan. Newtown’s
nationally recognized NICE program continues to initiate bridges to the world for our
students growing into the 21st Century as international citizens. If you are interested
in participating in this international initiative and future Liaocheng Delegation visits,
please contact the NICE Team at nice@newtown.k12.ct.us For more information visit the
N.I.C.E. website at www.newtown.k12.ct.us.
Professional Dialogue,
Martha Parvis

Preparing Students to be Ready for College and Career:
By Linda Gejda,Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent
The New Standards
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Kindles Attract Reluctant
Readers at
CT
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expands. For now, she’s pleased that students have the
opportunity to try the ereaders, which are generating
excitement about reading, while also introducing them
to new useful technology that’ll they’ll need in the future.
“A lot of traditional textbooks will be replaced
with online books,” she says. “And the more we can
get them exposed to this the better for them. What
motivated me was I wanted them to have a comfort
level with the technology when they went to the upper
grades. We’re just at the beginning of this.”

A Message From
Our Board of Education Chair

Kindergarten Registration
2012-2013 School Year
Newtown Public Schools will begin registering
children for Kindergarten during the month of April
2012. If your child will turn five by December 31,
2012, he or she is eligible to register. If your child is
eligible for Kindergarten in September, we are asking
that you contact your elementary school as soon as
possible.
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